One of the most imperative parts of the many acts of worship 
carried out on Friday (Jumu‘ah) is the delivering of the sermon 
(khutbah) prior to the Friday prayers (salah). 

This book, Gift of Jumu‘ah, is a selection of forty easy-to-read, 
fully referenced Friday sermons (khutab) delivered by the author at 
the Islamic Society of Cumberland (Masjid Bilal) in Ottawa, 
Canada, over a number of years. It is intended to provide the reader 
with inspiration and motivation to enhance one’s faith, as well as a 
resource to help those who are preparing and delivering the Friday 
sermon. 

The topics chosen in this book cover a wide variety of themes 
relating to various acts of worship and Islamic values. The sermons 
also offer simple, yet insightful explanations and teachings meant 
to stimulate thought and encourage the reader to take their faith to 
a higher level, becoming closer to Allah - not only in words, but 
also in actions. 

Gift of Jumu‘ah is a comprehensive resource of Islamic 
inspirations for those beginning their journey into the faith, as well 
as the advanced learners who are seeking greater depths of 


understanding of the religion. 
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What Did ‘Isa ‘Jesus’ (2) Say? 


Throughout history, a great number of Prophets were sent to guide human beings. Each Prophet 


conveyed the same Divine message of worshiping One God — Allah, and living a morally upright life. 
The first of these Prophets was Adam (x) and the last of them was Prophet Mohammed (>). Amongst 
the chain of Prophets was ‘Isa ibn Maryam (#2). 


Prophet “Īsā (g+) was the second last Prophet to be sent into this world. He was the seal of the Prophets 


to the Bani Isra’il for the reason that he was the final Prophet sent to them. 
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The Messenger of Allah (>) stated, “I am more worthy than ‘Isa ibn Maryam in this life and in 


the hereafter. The Prophets are like brothers from the same father with different mothers. Their 


religion ‘din’ is always one and there was no other Prophet between me and him (‘Isa ibn 
Maryam).” (Bukhari) 


The mention of Prophet ‘Isa (2) has been made at thirteen different places in the Qur'àn, and he is 
referred to as: ‘Isa, Masih, ‘Abdullah and Ibn Maryam (x). 
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Some of the characteristics of Prophet "Isa (à) are as follows: 


He is among the Prophets who are recognized as resolute, strong-willed or possessors of strong 
resolve ‘Ulu al-‘Azm.’ 

He was of average height: neither tall nor short. 

He had a fair yellowish-brown complexion with a reddish tone to his skin. 

His appearance was clean and radiant as if glowing with beads of water 

His hair was curly, long and reached half-way down his back, glistening as if it were wet or oiled. 
His physical frame was well built with a broad chest and shoulders. 


He was the most handsome of people. 
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(giil og) 


The Prophet (#) said, “I met Tsa” and he described him like this: “Of an average build, with a red 
face, as if he had just come out of the Dimas,” meaning the bath-house. (Tirmidhi) 
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“Isa (x) will descend (to the earth). When you see him, recognize him. He is a man of medium 
height, reddish fair, wearing two light yellow garments, looking as if drops were falling down 
from his head though it will not be wet.” (Abi Dawid) 
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“Isa was of red complexion, curly hair, and a broad chest.” (Bukhari) 
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^I saw in my dream a man of brown colour, the best one can see amongst the brown coloured, 
and his hair was long that it fell between his shoulders. His hair was curly and water was 
dribbling from his head, and his hands were on the shoulders of two men while circumambulating 
the Ka‘bah. I asked, ‘Who is this?’ They replied, ‘This is ‘Isa, son of Maryam.” (Bukhari) 


The miraculous birth of Prophet ‘Isa () was, is, and will continue to be an evidence of Allah’s Might 
and Power over all His creations; and proof that Allah is capable of doing anything that He wills to do. 
Allah used four means for creating human beings: 
1. Adam (£x) without a mother and father. 
2. Hawaà' (93) without a mother. 
3. ‘Isa () without a father. 
4. The rest of mankind from a man and a woman. 
Many people were dumbfounded and mind boggled at the miraculous birth of Prophet ‘Isa (x). 
e There were those whose faith pre-dominated their intellect; and so accordingly, they accepted 
the supreme power of Allah. 
e There were those whose intellect prevailed over their faith so they questioned the supreme power 
of Allah. 
e There were those who had no faith and no understanding; therefore, they rejected the concrete 


and tangible proofs and denied the supreme power of Allah. 
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"Yusüf al-Najjar, who was Maryam's ($&) cousin once asked Maryam (sx) concerning her unique 
pregnancy. He had seen her during her pregnancy and was unable to overlook her condition. He 
approached her hesitantly, knowing that she was a pious believer; and wished to receive an 
explanation to satisfy the questions in his mind about her pregnancy. Maryam (%) permitted him 
to ask. He asked her if trees, grass, and plants grow without seeds/water? She replied yes, 
explaining that the One who was able to create it the first time from nothing, can make it grow 
with and without seeds/water. He asked her can a baby be conceived without a husband? She 
answered by saying that the One who created Adam (sz) without a father or a mother can create 
a baby without a father. Thus, he believed.” (Tafsir ibn Kathir) 


Prophet ‘Isa (2) was honoured with many great qualities and characteristics; and he was also endowed 
with Jawami‘ al-Kalim ‘short statements with profound meanings.’ 


From amongst his profound statements are: 
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“Do not speak a great amount without remembering Allah, for the reason that your hearts will 
harden. Undoubtedly a hard heart is distant from Allah although you may not know it. Do not 
look at the faults of others like aristocrats. Rather, like servants, look at your own faults. In truth, 
humanity is comprised of two types: the afflicted and the sound. So, show mercy to the afflicted, 
and praise Allah for well-being.” (al-Durr al-Manthir and Kitab al-Zuhd of Imam Ahmed) 
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“Righteous action does not consist of doing good to someone who has done good to you, that is 
simply returning a favour. Rather, righteous action is doing good to those who have wronged 
you.” (al-Durr al-Manthtr and Kitab az-Zuhd of Imam Ahmed) 
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“There is no benefit in knowing something when one does not act upon it. Unquestionably, an 


abundance of knowledge will only increase one in arrogance when one does not act accordingly.” 
(al-Durr al-Manthir and Kitab al-Zuhd of Imam Ahmed) 
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Once someone asked Prophet ‘Isa (2), “How are you able to walk on water?” ‘Isa (2) replied, 
“With conviction.” Somebody said, “But we also have conviction!” ‘Isa (%) at that point asked, 


“Are stone, clay, and gold equivalent to you?” They replied, “Definitely not!” ‘Isa (2) answered, 
“They are to me.” (al-Durr al-Manthir and Kitab al-Zuhd of Imam Ahmed) 
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Once the disciples asked ‘Isa (x), “Who is it best for us to sit with? He replied, “A person whose 


sight makes you remember Allah, and whose words improve your deeds, and whose deeds remind 
you of the hereafter." (al-Durr al-Manthür and Kitab al-Zuhd of Imam Ahmed) 
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Once, Prophet ‘Isa (2) said to his disciples, “Why is it that I do not see the best of deeds in you?" 


They asked, “What is the best of deeds O spirit of Allāh?” ‘Isa (£x) replied, “Being humble for the 
sake of Allāh.” (al-Durr al-Manthūr and Kitāb al-Zuhd of Imām Ahmed) 
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Once a woman passed by ‘Isa (x2) and said to him, “Glad tidings for the womb that bore you, and 
glad tidings for the breasts that suckled you.” Answering her, ‘Isa (%) replied, “And glad tidings 
for the one who after having read the Book of Allah, acted in accordance with what was in it.” 
(al-Durr al-Manthir and Kitab al-Zuhd of Imam Ahmed) 
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Whenever the Day of Judgement was mentioned in front of Prophet ‘Isa (%&) he would cry and 


say, "It is not befitting for the son of Maryam (%) to remain silent when the Day of Judgement is 
mentioned in his presence!” (al-Durr al-Manthir and Kitab al-Zuhd of Imam Ahmed) 
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Once while Prophet 'Isà (£x) was offering prayers on a mountain peak, Iblis ‘Shaytan’ came to 
him and said, “You have the belief that only what has been decreed will happen?” ‘Isa (2) replied, 
“Yes, that is true.” So Iblis remarked, “Throw yourself down from the top of this mountain, and 


say that it was part of Divine decree!” ‘Isa (x) answered, “The servant does not test Allah, rather 
it is Allah who tests his servant.” (Qasas al-Ambiya’ of Ibn Kathir) 
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‘Isa (2) said: “O the weak son of Adam! Fear Allah wherever you are. Stay in this world like a 


guest and treat the masajid as your homes. Teach your eyes to cry, your body to remain patient, 


and your heart to contemplate.” (Qasas al-Ambiya’ of Ibn Kathir) 
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‘Isa (2) said: “Love of this world and love of the next world can never reside in the heart of a 


believer simultaneously, just as fire and water cannot be contained in a single vessel at the same 


time.” (al-Majalisah wa Jawahir al-‘Tlm) 
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‘Isa (2) said: “Work for Allah and not for your stomachs. Look at the birds, they rise up at dawn 
and enter into the evening having neither planted nor harvested, yet Allah provides for them. If 
you say: Our stomachs are bigger than those of the birds, then look at the cows, wild animals, 
and donkeys: they neither plow nor harvest, yet Allah provides for them as well.” (Qasas al- 
Ambiya’ of Ibn Kathir) 
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‘Isa (x) said: “Glad tidings for the one who weeps over his sins, guards his tongue, and whose 


house is sufficient for him.” (Qasas al-Ambiya’ of Ibn Kathir) 
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‘Isa (2) said: “When any one of you is fasting, he should oil his head and beard and wipe his lips 
so that people do not know that he is fasting. In addition, when one gives with the right hand, let 


him hide it from his left hand. Also, when one prays, he should lower the curtain of his door, for 


Allah distributes praise, just as he distributes provision.” (Kitab al-Zuhd of Imam Ahmed) 
CONCLUSION 


e Choose words carefully, as they hold a lot of power. 
e Earthly riches can be a hindrance to spiritual growth. 
e Conditions of the heart matter most to Allah. 
e Prayer in private brings power in public. 
e Prove your worth through your works, not your words. 
e If you want to be great (in the eyes of Allah and the people), then serve humanity. 
e To be great (in the eyes of Allah and the people) we must be the least. 
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O ‘Isa [Jesus], the son of Mary, the Beloved of Muhammad, 

You O spirit of Allah, gave glad tidings of the coming of the Prophet Muhammad, 
All prayers and blessings of Allah be upon you in His highly Exalted Standing, 
The son of the Virgin [Mary], the friend of every believer, 

Our Prophet has made your love an integral part of our faith, 

And we have never questioned this love, 

You are the word of Allah, 

That was bestowed on the Virgin [Mary], to be a Prophet, bear witness, 

I bear witness you are the Messenger of Allah and His servant, 

One of the Messengers of Strong Will, the light of the Polar Star, 

Allah has no son, all Glory is to Him, 

Exalted is He, He begets not, nor was He begotten, 

Never were you a part of any trinity, 

Allah is One, not many, 

O followers of ‘Isa [Jesus], we have always held him high in status, 

And his truthfulness, our Prophet has called upon all humanity to believe in, 
Come on [O followers of Jesus], believe in Prophet Muhammad [too] for he is who, 
Praised ‘Isa [Jesus] in scriptures and mosques, 

‘Isa [Jesus] and Muhammad are both Messengers, 

It is mentioned in the Qur’an and the Bible, in spite of the claims of sceptics, 
May the coverings of praise be upon the Virgin [Mary] and her Son, 

May peace be upon them, despite the ill-wishes of accusers, 

Our faith is imperfect, if we don’t believe strongly in ‘Isa [Jesus]! 
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“Glory is to Allah Who is above all faults and Praise be to Him, I testify that none is worthy of 
worship but You, I seek Your forgiveness and turn to You.” (Mustadrak of al-Hakim) 
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